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About She Impact

She Impact is an online community that
promotes the impact being made by
women across Nigeria and advocates for
inclusion at all levels of governance and
decision-making platforms.
The community is led by Nigerian Women Trust Fund (NWTF), Women Advocates Research and Documentation Centre (WARDC), Women Aid Collective
(WACOL) and Dispute Resolution and
Development Initiative (Democratic Action Group), DAG with participation by
other groups. She impact community
members are working to advance women’s leadership across the country.
She Impact has an active virtual
platform—She Impact Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, Blog and
WhatsApp—which is hub to news, data

and information on women’s leadership
and political participation. We also carry
out online surveys to enrich our advocacy.
CSOs and women groups can participate
by sharing information on the impact
women are making in their communities; participate in She Impact interactions on virtual platforms as well as
Twitter conferences; individuals can lend
their voice to the cause, many are already doing same.
Connect with us online on: Click below
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook,
She Impact Blog and
WhatsApp 09030536956
More details about She Impact partners

Emir of Kano declares support for
Women’s Leadership Platform
Dispute Resolution and Development Initiative (Democratic Action
Group) DAG—one of She Impact
team members—paid an advoca-

cy visit to the Emir of Kano, Mal.
Muhammadu Sanusi through its
Kano Women’s Leadership Platform (WOLEP). These epic visit

created more awareness that
women in Kano state are breaking the barriers and speaking up
to demand for their rights through
representative in both legislative,
administrative and elective positions.
The Emir emphasized that most
challenges women and children
face is the consequence of low
representation of women in the
parliament. He pledged to support
the platform in its pursuit to improve women’s leadership and
political inclusion in Kano.

The Emir of Kano, Mallam Sanusi
and delegates from Kano Women’s
Leadership Platform
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Founding Director of WACOL Prof Joy Ezeilo
led the Rally to Enugu State Assembly.

Pushing for
the passage
of the GEO
Bill in Enugu

One of She Impact members—
WACOL—is leading the struggle
for equity in Enugu state. To
commemorate the international
day celebration in July 2016,
the group led over 200 women, men and girls from the
17 LGAs in the state as well
as different clusters of
Women Aid Collective

On 4th Aug, 2016 the maiden edition of the
Annual Women Summit was held in Kano. The
theme: ‘Bridging the Gap of Women Leadership and Accountability in Kano State’. The
Summit was aimed at Building the foundation
for accountability for women leadership in
Kano state; to explore and agree on issues
and mechanism for accountability; to present
the Women Leadership platform in Kano to
the decision makers, women leaders, religious leaders and other key influencers.
The State Governor made one of the members of the Kano Women Leadership Platform
Commissioner of Women Affairs. On same
day, the Accountant General joined the Women Leadership Platform.

She Impact
trends at No.1
in Nigeria

WACOL to the State House
Assembly.

the GEO bill and the Child Rights
bill which is expected to allay the
challenges being faced by womThe crowd which carried plac- en in politics and other platards with different inscription
forms. She Impact is calling for
took-off from the popular Opara more peaceful demonstrations
square, to the parliament where across Nigeria and more stratethey were received by the
gic engagements with lawmakspeaker Hon. Edward Ubosi and ers. We should relent not.
other key officers. The group
demanded for the passage of

Annual
Women

Leadership

Summit
held in
Kano

In August 2016, Nigerian Women Trust
Fund—one of She Impact team members—held the #2CanWinThisGame conference on She Impact Twitter platform. The
hashtag #2CanWinThisGame trended at
No.1 in Nigeria on September 14 and 16. The
panelists were foremost African gender advocate Erelu Bisi Fayemi, youth advocate
Samson Itodo of YIAGA and the young female politicians RInsola Abiola. The tweet
conference was aimed at creating aware-

ness on the need for party policies that
even the race for both men and women.
Recommendations include: the need to review internal party policies, transparent internal party politics, campaign financial
monitoring by INEC, appointive position for
women must move beyond “gender offices” and women to take grass root party politics more seriously.
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YABATECH team—Alo Amarachi, Efunuga Seun and
Dayo Folunsho receiving their prize from Caroline
Enyre-Team Leader Voices for Change
WARDC—one of the She Impact team
members—used the Day of the Girl Child
2016 to bring to the front burner core
issues affecting the girl child including
harmful traditional practices as well as
how the voice and participation of the girl
child is affected by her socialization and
education. The aim to give a voice to the
younger generation on this issue as we
generate arguments and positions that
will contribute to the on-going national
discussions on the girl child.
The day featured a debate competition
among students from 4 tertiary institutions in Lagos State. Lagos State University (LASU) vs University of Lagos
(UNILAG) - Can adolescent girls, voice
and participation be affected by sociali-

UNILAG team—Ade Ademuila, Onaopemipo
Akande and Tayo Akinkuolie receiving their prize from

Commemorating
the Day of the
Girl Child 2016
zation? Lagos State Polytechnic
(LASPOTECH) vs Yaba College of Technology (YABATECH) debated on Child
marriage: enabler or constrainer of a
woman’s voice and participation?
The aim was to give a voice to the
younger generation on this issue as we
generate arguments.
There was also a quiz competition
among selected secondary schools in
Lagos State; Eva Adelaja Girls School,
Bariga, Lagos Anglican Girls Grammar

SHE IMPACT SURVEY:
Most Nigerians will vote
without gender bias in 2019

School, Onike Girls Junior High School,
Reagan Memorial Baptist School, Ajigbeda Girls Secondary School. The schools
where given the publication on Gender in
Nigeria as the focus of the quiz competition.
After a tough debate, Unilag emerged
winner in its category while Yabatech
emerged winners in the second category.
For the quiz competition, Eva Adelaja
Girls School came first with Ajigbeda
Girls Secondary School as first runners
up and Lagos Anglican Girls Grammar
School, Onike Girls Junior High School
as second runners up.

The Change Begins with You
campaign can be viewed from
another perspective. More
women elected into public
offices is a good way to look at
it differently.
An ongoing survey being conducted by She Impact has revealed that most Nigerians will
vote without gender-bias in
2019 elections. 71% (273 out of
382) of respondents indicate
that they will vote without
gender-bias in subsequent
elections.

File Photo:
Women Fund

The survey is aimed at ascertaining the level of She Impact
audience’s support for women’s leadership and political
participation.
Take survey
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STELLA
DAMSUS:

on Women,
Governance and
Her Bold Steps
I feel that women are very good managers. Lets look at our homes, look at
our lives. Take a look at the small businessses that we do. Look at the market woman that starts with just one
pail of tomatoes and all of a suddden
she has a shop. If you follow the track
record of the average woman out
there who wants to cater for her family then you understand that the mindset of the woman is ‘I need to nurture,
I need to take care’. So if you have
more women in power, more women
in government, you know that their
first calling is to take care of the people which will inform every policy.

Stella, during the skype interview
with She Impact
She Impact Community led by the Nigerian Women Trust Fund spoke to one of
Nollywood’s icons Stella Damasus on
her career, politics and governance and
the reason why women should take
bold steps towards strategic participation in decision-making and other leadership platforms. Below are excerpts.
She Impact
Were there times in your career that
you had to take some bold steps in
the face of towering challenges?
Stella Damascus
Yes Definitely, I have taken a lot of
bold steps. There was a time in my
career that there was an issue in the
entertainment industry, especially the
movie industry in Nigeria and I refused to take sides. Suddenly I was
not getting roles anymore. So I left
the industry for a couple of years. I set
up The Stella Damascus Art Foundation and I started training people for
free through the foundation. I would
go to work everyday; I was so happy
doing it. It was about my talent and
they felt that my talent meant a lot
more to them than the stand I was
taking. So they came back, and all of a
sudden the roles started coming. I had
to take that bold step by shutting
down the negative voices in my head
because I knew it wasn’t a good thing
to try and divide people just because
of their tribe. So that was one of the
bold steps I had to take.
She Impact
What is your opinion about the poor
representation of women in government?
Stella Damasus
It hurts me a lot because this is something that I have tried to talk about so
many times. I have said that in every
aspect of life whether its busness or
whatever you are doing, if you have
tried something over and over again
and its not working, you try something else. I’m not saying all the men
have failed but if it has been men for
several decades, why not try the
women.

She Impact
What can men do to improve women’s representation in government,
considering the fact that we are in a
patriarchal society?
Stella Damasus
Women need to first of all look inward, network among themselves and
demand for fair representation in government. Engaging male gender
champions can come later. Women
must first of all prove they can do it
before we can begin to talk about
what men can do to support the cause
for fair representation in government.
She Impact
What can women do to improve representation in government?
Stella Damasus
It is important that women use their
number or population as a strategy. If
the number of women that flood campaign rallies come together and make
demands, the government will listen
to them. If they say we women will
not vote you if you do not do this or
this, the politicians and the parties will
listen. The women, irrespective of
their political parties must a bond; a
force that should be reckoned with.
She Impact
What is your advice for women on
taking bold steps?
Stella Damasus
My candid advice is that they must
know their rights and demand for
them, life will not give it to them on a
platter of gold. You must work hard
and it starts now. Whatever you want
to become, you start now. This includes leadership and politics. Young
women must understand that to curb
the ills in the society they must take
advantage of every opportunity for
leadership positions wherever they
find themselves because that is how
they can be part of the decision that
affect them. It has nothing to do with
being a man or woman; it has everything to do with intellect, passion and
courage.
She Impact
Thank you very much for your time
Stella Damasus
Thank you and I look forward to doing
more things with you.

#MyBold
Steps
Dare to Lead

#MyBoldSteps is an online campaign which aims to spur women to
take bolder steps towards leadership and political participation even
in the face of socio-political barriers
and unfavourable traditional and
religious presumptions.
The campaign also calls out to men
to take their bold steps by supporting women’s leadership, government and political participation
without gender bias. In a society
where many unfortunately believe
that the woman should be confined
to the home at the expense of the
enormous contribution she can
make to national building and development, men are asked to take
bold steps towards achieving social
justice—supporting female aspirants in their parties and voting
without discrimination on gender
bases..
#MyBoldSteps says no to timidity
and inferiority complex and a call
for women to double efforts towards 2019. The over-arching message of #MyBoldSteps is ‘Give it all
it takes … the time is now!’
This is not about quantity but quality; it is not about gender but social
justice – the universal human right
and unarguable truth that every
human deserves to be treated
fair—for women, it has not been
so.
Join the movement, tweet about it,
scream about it, … take that bold
step.
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PHOTO SPEAK: #MyBoldSteps
men and women support women's leadership and political participation,
Join the movement, tweet about it, shout about it; and yes, take that bold step, vote for her

Contact Us at our Secretariat:
Nigerian Women Trust Fund,
Block A1, Valley Estate, 3rd Avenue, 37 Road, Gwarimpa, FCT.

Join the movement

Email us:

sheimpactcommunity@gmail.com
info@womenfund.org
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