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The short film A New Dawn is
an ideal advocacy and
information tool that can be
used by civil society
organizations, gender
advocates, schools and the
Independent National Electoral
Commission to sensitize people
on the value of good
governance and participatory
elections.

Create
Her
Space
Joke Silva
Kate Henshaw
Nita George

W

e have had
workshops,
trainings,
seminars and other advocacy
activities on women political
participation and
sensitization on gender
issues. At these meetings
reached a modest number of
people at a time. Then we
thought about Create Her
Space, a multimedia project
where we could reach more
through the audio-visual and
online media. We put it
together, a short film, online
campaign, strategies for
amplifying the messages
through strategic
opportunities in the
traditional media and got
NED on board to fund the
project.
Create Her Space is aimed at
addressing socio-cultural
barriers to women's political
participation and share the
rationale for creating more
space for women in
government. The major tool
for the project is the short
film A New Dawn which
complements the online
sensitization campaign on
facebook, twitter, blogs,
WhatsApp and BBM.
A New Dawn captures the
story of a typical Nigerian
community, Na Kowa where
the dividends of governance
disappointingly is in trickles.
It is the usual politics of a
'one-party state' where
manipulations keep
unscrupulous persons in
power. Asabe, a school
teacher and mother who was
tired of watching from the
sidewalks, to the shock of
everyone declares to contest
for chairperson of Na Kawo;

setting off a chain of
intimidations, intrigues and
power play in a patriarchal
community where most
believe public office is not for
women.
The short film features
Nollywood big wigs like Joke
Silva, Kate Henshaw, Nita
Byack George, Hoomsuk Alex
Jibril, Jide Attah, Tony
Ezimadu, Omolara Suleiman,
Rabi Usman. Written by
Anthony Abu and Ayisha
Osori, the thematic preoccupation were informed by
shared experiences of female
politicians during interactions
at workshops and
programmes of the Nigerian
Women Trust Fund. A New
Dawn also captures different
voices of advocates for
increased women
representation in
government, including
Saudatu Mahdi (Women's
Rights Advancement &
Protection Alternative), Amina
Salihu (Co-Chair Board of
Directors - Women Fund),
Otive Igbuzor (Centre-LSD),
Chidi Odinkalu (Chairman
National Human Rights
Commission) and Funke
Baruwa (OSSAP-MDGs).
A Create Her Space media
meeting preceded the
screening. Broadcasters and
reporters attended the
meeting and the unarguable
consensus was women
deserve more space in
government, both elective
and appointive. There was
also emphasis on creating
opportunities for women even
in the civil service and
managerial positions in the
media.
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Chibok
I
The Mystery of Security Failure
t was April 14, 2014. She was coiled up in

that despite hundreds of billions that have

her bed. Her legs stuck out of the sheet;

spent on the state of emergency, the military

it couldn't shield her from the cold; the

does not have equipment that could spot

chirping of insects tells you it is the wee of

several trucks driving out of the forest into

the night. Around her you could hear the

the village. The insurgents drove through the

faint breathing of other young girls, cuddled

community all the way to the school and they

up in their narrow bunks. The uneasy peace

were not noticed. If there were few soldiers

of the night is interrupted by the banging and

stationed in the village, why didn't they radio

kicks in the doors. The girls scrambled out of

for reinforcement? Why did the insurgents

their beds, trembling with fear as they

spend hours looting the community after

scampered in the dark; grappling for their

abducting the girls and the military didn't

small torch lights. Then they bumped into

show up? Then they drove all the way back

these fierce looking men carrying automatic

into the forest without a challenge. What

rifles. Their eyes widened in horror then

happened to aerial patrol by helicopters?

suddenly the consolation; the men were in

Some reports have mentioned that the

army uniform. A cold smile below two blood

insurgents whirled more sophisticated

shot eyes assured the girls that they were in

weapons than the soldiers. How unbelievable

the hands of soldiers who probably have

this is. Where do the insurgents get their

come to protect them from an imminent

weapons from, where does Nigerian military

attack. Not until they were shoved roughly

gets its weapons? Is it about price? Is Boko

into the waiting trucks did they realize they

Haram now wealthier than the Federal

were being kidnapped by the dreaded Islamic

Republic of Nigeria and can now afford better

insurgents who had tortured and murdered

weapons?

helpless boys in a school few weeks ago.
Some of them burst into tears, some began
to wail. The helpless young girls were
smacked, kicked, punched and pushed into
the trucks, some of them getting bruised.
Blood trickling down the side of her lips, you

It's been over 90 days!
and the government has
not given us hope that the
girls will be rescued.

could imagine the questions racing through
her mind. Few hours earlier they were in the

It's been over 90 days! and the government

class rooms reading for their WAEC exams. All

has not given us hope that the girls will be

they thought about was their dreams of

rescued. All the government could do was to

becoming a doctor, lawyer, broadcaster, or

silent the protest to bring back the girls and

maybe an engineer sometime in the future.

colour it with propaganda; playing politics

As you read this, it would have been over 90

with the lives of innocent young mothers.

days that they were taken. Where do they

Then we hear of other abductions of women,

sleep? What do they eat? How about their

boys and girls. It is a mystery that this could

menstrual cycle, do they get pads or rags?

keep happening in a state where there is

How many times have they been raped?

state of emergency. The insurgents have

What drastic measures have the government

asked for exchange of the girls with their

taken?

incarcerated members but this has not come
through. Is the life of one of girl not worth

The warning had come few days earlier that

more than a hundred insurgents?

it was not safe to write WAEC in that school

#BringBackOurGirls, that's all we ask and the

but the state government rebuffed the claim

security votes are enough to do so

even when it did not provide adequate
security for the school. Now, it is a mystery

A. Abu.
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Voter
Identification
The

Card
P

eople pushing and shoving,
murmuring and cursing; the
whole place is congested; a
clumsy long queue, a cluster of people
here and there; some sitting, some
leaning. It is the voter's registration
centre. I can recall in 2011, people in
my street woke up as early as 4am,
had lunch and dinner at the
registration centre, defied the
scorching; all they wanted was a
voter's card. Even though the primary
aim of getting the voter's card is to be
able to vote on Election Day, there was
this tacit fear that not having a voter's
card meant you lose some government
privileges; I wasn't sure what that
meant. But for some people it was just
a means of pride.
The purpose of the voter's card is to
identify a voter on the Election Day.
The voter's card also gives information
on the electoral district where you are
eligible to vote. In other words, one is
not expected to vote in more than one
electoral district. The voter registration
card is much more an instrument in
preventing electoral fraud in a country
like Nigeria, unlike some countries. For
this reason, security features are built
into the voter's card which include a

laminated covering to prevent anyone
from changing information on the
card, a fingerprint of the voter on the
card as well as on the form used to
produce the voters' list, a photograph
of the voter, the signature of the voter,
background printing in colours (other
than black) to deter fraud through
simple photocopying, a voter
identification number corresponding
to the number on the voter
registration form, as a means of
controlling the stock of forms and
associated cards and the residential
address of the voter. In some countries
the voter's card is secondarily used as
a means of identification but in Nigeria
this is duplicated by the National
Identity Management Commission;
costing extra billions, this we may
discuss in subsequent issue.
According to INEC, the Permanent
Voter Cards will now be distributed in
nd
the 2 Phase of the Continuous Voter
Registration, August 15, 2014 to
Sunday, August 17, 2014; instead of
July 18th to July 20th as was earlier
scheduled. Continuous Voter
Registration will be from Wednesday,
August 20th, 2014, to Monday, August
25th, 2014; instead of July 23rd to July
27th as was earlier scheduled. The

states for the 2nd phase of the
programme are Yobe, Bauchi (North
East), Jigawa, Sokoto (North West),
FCT, Kwara (North Central), Anambra,
Ebonyi (South East), Ondo, Oyo (South
West) and Delta, Cross River (South
South).

Continuous Voter
Registration will be from
Wed, August 20th, 2014,
to Monday, Aug 25th, 2014
Women Fund and other CSOs have
always mentioned that there is need
for setting up a system to replace
cards regularly and not a 4-year one
off voter registration exercise. Cards
can get lost or stolen, it can wear out
and the photo on the card could
become outdated so voter's card
should be continually issued. Though
INEC does not have a system in place
for this, this is the ideal system.
We are urging all politics weary young
women, especially girls who have
attained the voting age, to ensure they
obtain a voter's card in the upcoming
voter registration exercise. You can
only cause change by voting.

The Ekiti Lessons
Ayisha Osori

TThe

Ekiti Lessons

his is a time for reflection for those
better.
convinced that there is an art to
leadership and governance. That a man It is beyond ironic that people
of Fayose's well-known antecedents can beat a occupied with what to put in their
man of Fayemi's pedigree is incredulous. Not
mouths, think the style of
just because of what we think we know about
the generally accepted qualities of a leader but governance that caused their hunger
because of the belief that the incumbent was
developing Ekiti.
Then there was the perceived generosity of
Fayose, a cheerful giver to people unconcerned
Many went into the elections knowing Fayemi with the source of funds. Not for them smooth
would not win re-election. At least 3 polls
roads opening up their state to commerce, they
predicted his loss in the run up to the elections are more concerned with stomach
and even from those polls some of the reasons infrastructure. There were a lot of complaints
he would lose were clear. The snaking queues
about money not being circulated locally and
of stoic determined voters evoked battle
the paltry tips and handouts from members of
formations - these were people with something the Fayemi administration. There are at least
to say and their voices would carry their issues two insights here to the issue of voter
through the ballot.
incentives that traditionally come in the form
of food channeling hunger from
One issue was wide spread unhappiness with
impoverishment. It is beyond ironic that people
some of Fayemi's policies: testing teachers,
occupied with what to put in their mouths,
refusing to hold local government elections and think the style of governance that caused their
no local content provision for government
hunger and keeps them in perpetual poverty is
contracts which were allegedly handled by
the preferred one. It is clear from the
Lagosians. Now we know why some politicians comments of voters on June 21, 2014 that
flip flop on election promises or campaign
transactional incentives alone are not enough.
vows. Sometimes, the cost of implementing is When the Fayemi campaign realized how badly
too high and some things are better left for the it was going to go, they did try to reach the
second and final term.
people with incentives but was too late
because the voters took the money but voted
Another big issue was accessibility between
Fayose anyway.
Fayemi and the people, the recurrent elite
versus masses struggle. The people of Ekiti,
As the results were announced at polling units
allegedly some of the most educated in the
across Ado-Ekiti, people jubilated with songs
country, want a back slapping, roasted corn
while okada riders displayed acrobatic skills.
chomping buddy someone they would have
Elsewhere, thinkers stared into the bottom of
fun drinking a tepid beer with (who needs
their glasses with glazed eyes. How did we
electricity when the governor or president is a come to this gap in understanding what
friend). Connecting with voters on personal
governance is supposed to be about? Not
level is crucial and matters more in some
everything was Fayemi's fault.
cultures than others and Fayose connected

Years of corrupt manipulative governments
who have played up our insecurities and
gotten us hooked on immediate gratification
of the most basic temporary kind have taken
a toll. Maybe people think the best way to
govern is to take the budget every month and
distribute it arbitrarily. Maybe after years of
kleptomaniac megalomaniacs in authority,
who fear being tainted with decency, people
no longer want leadership they can look up
to, they want leadership they can look down
on.

It is clear now that change advocates must
embrace effective communications around
policy changes to ensure the buy-in of the
people and must be content with a slower
pace of development. They must be prepared
to balance advancement with spending part
of the budget on those things voters
understand as governance. It is only with
time and a deliberate policy that we can
ensure the next generation of Nigerians are
weaned from government patronage.
Finally, the dynamics within APC also played
a role in Ekiti. Just how much though, is
something we will only learn in time. There
were clear references to 'Bourdillion' by
celebrating voters on Saturday that indicate
growing resentment with godfathers. It is
time for those whose stranglehold is killing
what they have nurtured to read the poster
signs and take a leaf from Fayemi's graceful
concession speech.
For some it is hard to understand the victory
of Fayoseand for others the defeat of Fayemi
is simple. Whatever the case, it is clear that
democracy is messy and imperfect and in
Nigeria we are still struggling to appreciate
the responsibilities that come with it.
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Our
Upcoming
Projects

A

t the Women Fund, we are
committed to ensuring that more
opportunities are given to
women, in elective or appointive
positions and even within political
parties. We have a couple of projects up
our sleeves; I thought I should share the
upcoming ones with you.

eligible age participate actively in the
process.

Vote Na My power (VNMP) is a civic
awareness project aimed at mobilizing
women and young girls to engage
actively in electoral activities through
sensitization and edutainment activities.
Some of the project components include
Vote Na My Power
Radio Jingles, Twitter Conference,
Along with the many challenges to
Focused Group Discussion, livelihood skill
conduct of elections and the deepening
building amongst others. This will be
of democracy in Nigeria, there is also a
implemented in eight states, with one
real issue of voter/citizen apathy and also state selected from each of the six
getting active participation of all eligible geopolitical zones and two other states.
citizens in Nigeria. To achieve a
Focus will be given to the Federal Capital
sustainable inclusive democracy in
Territory and Cross River State for the
Nigeria, women and young people need Ascend component of the project which
to care more about politics as policies
focuses particularly on young girls. This
and decisions taken by government
project is being supported by INEC and
affect them either directly or indirectly.
the United Kingdom of the Netherlands.
According to UNFPA's report, a third of
the Nigerian population of 160M is
between 10 to 24 years of age. It is from
this number that a reportedly 20M
Nigerians are now eligible to vote since
the last general voter registration
exercise in 2011 and 50% of these are
women. As INEC prepares to launch its
continuous voter registration (CVR), it is
imperative that conscious effort is made
to ensure that women and young girls of

She Should Run
She Should Run is an advocacy campaign
which seeks to motivate women to run
for political offices and encourage wider
society to support women's politics
participation. At the heart of the
campaign is a desire to use social media
and video messages to change attitudes
and perception about women in
leadership by getting more women to
believe in themselves and helping society

see that half of the nation's human
capital is made up of women and many
of the skills and experiences that women
posses are tied to leadership
characteristics and traits which could be
very useful in developing the nation's
economic resources.
She Should Run project will be
implemented in phases. There is a
general saying that most elite people do
not actively participate and engage in
political processes. This phase of the
project will target elite individuals and
focus on creating a buzz and awareness
around the benefits and possibilities
which come with women in leadership
positions in Nigeria by spurring more
online discussion about women's
involvement in politics and decisionmaking, mobilizing more support for
female candidates while also providing
motivation for female politicians.
She should run will also collate data on
female representation at the state
executive structures which will be used
as a baseline in our advocacy
engagement after the 2015 elections.
This research will cover the 36 states of
Nigeria.

Emiola Oke
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Screening of A New Dawn

Hon. Abike Dabiri House of Representatives

Ezinwa Okoroafor - FIDA

Ayiha Osori - CEO
Nigerian Women Trust Fund

Olusola Dada - Deputy Director
Women Affairs - FMWASD

Kate Henshaw - Nollywood superstar &
Josephine Anenih - former Minister: Federal Ministry of Women Affairs
From right: Saudatu Mahdi Exec Sec. WRAPA, Rabi Abdullahi North West Women Empowerment Zonal Office

Netherlands Ambassador to Nigeria John C. M. Groffen
Dayo, Funke Baruwa of OSSAP-MDGs & Ezinwa Okoroafor

Hon. Nkoyo Toyo : House of Representatives

Hon. Abike Dabiri, Kate Henshaw & Sharon Ikeazu - APC Woman Leader

Screening of A New Dawn: The Red Carpet

8

Create Her Space Press Conference
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The Girl Who Became President
Every morning she ran across the street to
school. Smart uniform; her books in the bag
strapped across her back. She didn't have
the luxury of being driven by a chauffeur to
school but that wasn't an excuse. The
candle was a standby; you can't trust PHCN
too often. She read into the night, stooping
over her books while others snored. 'I
won't let him beat me this time', she would
mutter to herself. Respectful, but she was
not the type you talk down on, not when
you were trying to prove she was weak
because she was a girl. The reason she
worked hard, to prove to anyone who cared
that success has no sex. Somehow she
found herself speaking for others, which
got her in trouble most times the little girl
being beaten across the street, the
classmate who was being victimized by a
male teacher, it was impossible for her to
look away from injustice.

centre', the tearful broadcaster on television
queried, 'Our government should be
ashamed'. She fell deep in thought as her
dad and mum complained about poor
governance.

'Why not do something?!' She Screamed
inside.
‘
Great Nigerian student!'
This could be you.
'Greeeeaaaat!!!', the crowd erupted into a
jubilant roar as the SUG Presidential aspirant
ranted.

When it was her turn to speak, the crowd
screamed less and listened more. It wasn't
hard to convince the wary faces that politics
wasn't about brute but intellect; it wasn't
about eloquence but dividends. More so, her
pedigree, she was tops in class. During
holidays she was seen volunteering for
NGOs; she was active in the youth wing of
'You should be a lawyer', her father joked
the People's Rights Party. She wrote a blog
as she scribbled on her JAMB application
on governance and the people; on twitter
form one evening.
and facebook, she was up to date. She spent
time with a few men and women who were
'No, I want to be President', she said as her her mentors; for where she was going, she
dad stared at her, stunned. Earlier that
needed to learn all she could. She became
morning, she spent hours at the voter
SUG president for a year; free of
registration centre, waiting in the long
misappropriation, nicknamed the hard
queue. Hours later, she walked home with
worker, she won the heart of every student
springs in her feet, grinning as she clutched and the crowd she later stood before as she
her Voter card; it was her 18th birthday few contested for senate. Again she won;
days ago.
returning to the National Assembly thrice.
'This woman wouldn't have died giving
birth if we had more primary health

‘By all means,
she must go to
school’

prestigious office of the number one citizen.
As she looks back now, she can still hear the
echo of 'no woman can be president of this
country'. Time changed everything. Most
importantly, she prepared, she participated;
she worked hard. Here she is; a lawyer and
the President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria.

Anthony Abu
Judith Okeke

Ascend

Years later, a little over a decade and here
she is, 45 years old, seated in the most
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